
Back to 1855... 
Remember Charles Taylor? And his wife Sophronia? 

Sophronia’s brother was John T. Landon: 
John Landon was born in Canada in 1840 but was left on 
his own at a very young age.  He worked many jobs and 
married Martha Andress in 1861.  In 1862 they settled in 
Chippewa Township, after which he bought and sold sev-
eral tracts of land.  In 1873, he built their home, the first 
brick structure in Isabella county, it was reported.  Can you 
tell what road it is located on?  He and his wife were ac-
tive members of the the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
(Portrait and Biographical Album of Isabella County, Michi 
gan) 

John T. Landon’s great granddaughter? 
Yes, our own Sarah Ayris!  Sarah is a member of the Shepherd Historical 
Society and enjoys sharing the history of this area with others.  She also 
has a passion for veterans and, at our local knitting group, can be seen 
working on afghans like those at the right.  These will be taken to the 
Veterans’ Hospital in Saginaw.  Thanks, Sarah, for all you do! 



1925 

It is interesting to note the formality of membership transfer 
in the 1925 Methodist Episcopal Church, a practice which 
continues today.  Would the Harry Brattin we knew be a de-
scendent of Mrs. Floyd Brattin?  



1925 (Part 2): 
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Around… 

1926 
Did you notice 

last week? 

Top: 
Floy Struble 
Claude Stump  
  (Father of Frances Adams) 

Eskel Nilson 
Vera Struble 
Ruth Neier 
Harold Lampman 
Mildred Milliken 
  Middaugh 
 
The photo was taken 
on the S.E. entrance 
of the Church. 



1927 Interesting to look back at a special day... 



1936 

Were they 
thinking  
ahead? 

Hmmm…. 



1939 

In 1939 the Shepherd Methodist  Episcopal Church became…. 
 
   The Shepherd Methodist Church because… 
 
      “Episcopal” was dropped as the 
       southern Methodist Protestants 
      and  the northern Methodist  

         Episcopals merged. 



1940 
In 1940 the Women’s Society for Christian Service (WSCS) 
served the first weekly Rotary Club dinner.  The largest in-
come that year was $14.04 for the dinner, the least $2.00.  
The pictures below might not go back as far as 1940! 



1946 The name change trail  
continues... 

1939 - The Shepherd 
       Methodist Church 

1882 -  The Shepherd Methodist 
Episcopal Church 

1946 - The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church  

is formed from the 
Evangelical Church and 

the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ. 

Assignment: 
In what year did this 
Church combine with 

the Methodist Church? 



Taken from the Shepherd Centennial 
book 

1949 Could this  
be  our 
Esther? 


